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The Effect of Favourableness of Situational Control on the
Leader-Prototype

Yusuke MORISHITA and Junichi TANIGUCHI

Abstract

Effects of the favorableness of situational control (FSC) on leader-prototypes were investigated, by
developing the following hypotheses: (1) Followers would more strongly demand goal-oriented leadership
in High- and Low-FSC situations than in Middle-FSC situations. (2) Followers would more strongly
demand relation-oriented leadership in Middle-FSC situations than in High- or Low-FSC situations.
Undergraduate students (N=294, 66 men and 228 women) responded to questions after reading a scenario
describing group tasks. Results indicated that participants more strongly demanded goal-oriented
leadership in Low-FSC than in High-FSC situations. Moreover, participants more strongly demanded
relation-oriented leadership in Low-FSC than in High-FSC situations at a university. These results did
not support either hypothesis. It is suggested that FCS has only a limited effect on leader-prototype. The
results of the present research were not consistent with the finding of prior studies, which have suggested
that followers accept high performance leadership.

Key words: Leader-prototype, Favourableness of situational control
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