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Effects of the National Strategic Special Zone in Yabu City on
Economy and Agriculture: Econometric Considerations
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Kei Toyozawa  Tomoko Kinugasa Akifumi Eto Koji Yasuda

Abstract
This study uses time-series data fom Yabu City to examine whether trends in major
onomic indicators, such as the total number of employed persons, cultivated land area,

and taxable income, changed after the city was designated by the National Strategic Special
Zone (NSSZ). The empirical analysis shows significant effects of the NSSZ in Yabu City. In
other words, initiatives related to the NSSZ have successfully halted the downward trend in
employment, cultivated land area, and real taxable income. Moreover, this study illustrates
that the effect of the NSSZ on real city gross product of Yabu City has improved. This
finding suggests that Yabu City's efforts regarding the NSSZ have continuously contributed

to

improving the city's gross product. Furthermore, the economic impact of the spread of

COVID-19 in Yabu City is not statistically significant. From the above, Yabu City's efforts
regarding the NSSZ greatly contribute to resolving the various problems facing Japan's hilly
and mountainous areas.

Keywords : Yabu City, National Strategic Special Zone, Hilly and
mountainous area, Agriculture, Economic effect
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