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If one is to have freedom to write out one’s own varing unfolding self, and not be a
machine always grinding out the same material or spinning the same sort of web, one
cannot always write for the same public . ... so I am acquitted of all scruple or
anxiety except the grand anxiety.of doing my work worthily. Alas, I want to do
something very much better than I ever can do it—If fasting and scourging oneself

. . 6
would make one a fit organ, there would be more positive comfort. )
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The young Bacchus must be seated in a ship, his head bound with clusters of grapes,
and a spear entwined with vine-leaves 1n his hand: dark-berried ivy must wind about
the masts and sails, the oars must be thyrsi, and flowers must wreathe themselves
about the poop; leopards and tigers must be crouching before him, and dolphins must be

sporting round. (Ch. 18.)
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“... the ship on the calm sea, and the ivy that never withers, and those Loves that
have left off wounding us and shower soft petals that are like our kisses; and the
leopards and tigers, they are the troubles of your life that are all quelled now; and the
strange sea monsters, with their merry eyes—let us see—they are the dull passages in

the heavy books, which have begun to be amusing since we have sat by each other.”

(Ch. 20.)
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“Ah! it is you—it is perfect! ... And I am Ariadne, and you are crowning me' Yes,

it is true, Tito; you have crowned my poor life.”
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Romola entered, all white and gold, more than ever like a tall lily. Her white silk
garment was bound by a golden girdle, which fell with large tassels; and above that was
the rippling gold of her hair, surmounted by the white mist of her long veil, which was

fastened on her brow by a band of pearls, the gift of Bernardo del Nero, and was now
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parted off her face so that it all floated backward. (Ch. 20.)
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The only spot of bright colour in the room was made by the hair of a tall maiden of
seventeen or eighteen .... The hair was of a reddish gold colour, enriched by an
unbroken small ripple, such as may be seen in the sunset clouds on grandest autumnal
evenings. It was confined by a black fillet above her small ears, from which it rippled

forward again, and made a natural veil for her neck. (Ch. 5.)
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