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Visual Identity of the Ultra Guard
in the Special-Effects Production Ultraseven
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Following the broadcast of Ultraman, a special-effects TV series that gained popularity
because of its all-new format in which a giant transformable hero exterminates monsters,
Ultraseven was produced and aired after six months of preparation as a serious drama
with the taste of more serious science fiction in order to differentiate it from Ultraman.
The plot of Ultraseven was based on the idea that the earth was being attacked by many
aliens due to the intensification of the aggressive war between the planets, and an
international military organization called the Terrestrial Defense Force was adopted as
the setting for the story. This study is to research and analyze what was the 1960’s visual
identity of the Ultra Guard, which was an elite unit of the Terrestrial Defense Force that
Moroboshi Dan, who was the human form of Ultraseven, belonged to. The special effects
of Ultraseven were strongly influenced by the Thunderbirds, a special-effects puppet play
produced in the U.K. In this context, the visual identity of the Ultra Guard is also
discussed by comparison with that of the Thunderbirds.
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