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The symbolic continuity between Ichigami and money:
An iconology of god statues and coins

w oA &

Taiji Yoshimura

Abstract

In this paper, I discuss the symbolic continuity between Ichigami and money. Ichigami is the god of market.
Ebisu is representative statue of Ichigami. Previous studies indicated that symbolic feature of Ebisu was
androgynous and disability. I tried to interpret androgynous as surplus, and disability as insufficiency. On the other
hand, I focused on square-perforated coin from among the money. I uniquely discovered that square-perforated
coin has androgynous -surplus- and disability -insufficiency- as its symbolic feature like Ebisu. Historically, square-
perforated coin circulated in medieval market after Ichigami disappeared from ancient market. Consequently, I
concluded that the symbolic continuity existed between Ebisu’s feature and feature of square-perforated coin. Based
on the conclusion, I finally inferred that Ichigami changed into the money.

Keywords : Ebisu, icon, perforated coin, cowry, ambiguity
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