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Transition from Early Childhood to Primary
Education: how it’s come and where to go

PATE EHE

MATSUURA Mari

Early childhood education (ECE) and primary education (PE) are two completely different
systems, but the relationship between the two has become political issues for the last few decades.
The concept of connection can be divided into three approaches: (1) ECE focuses on preparation for
PE, (2) ECE tries to make an equal and strong relationship with PE, and (3) both systems try to
create a new ‘meeting place’ of connection by bringing up and discussing ideas. This paper examines
the characteristics of the connection by looking at the trends and tradition of ECE in Japan, and
examines which of the above three approaches the current policies fall under. The conclusion is that it
is close to the idea of (2), but may be closer to (1) in the future. Furthermore, I suggest a concrete and
easy understandable connection between the three qualities and abilities expected to acquire till the

end of high school and the ten ideal images of child at the end of kindergarten.
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