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A study on the structure of 'Nihonshoki' from the viewpoint of the Big Five
Model of personality: In commemoration of the 1,300 years anniversary of

the compilation of 'Nihonshoki'.

Kunio MIDZUNO

Abstract
The present study attempted to investigate the structure of 'Nihonshoki' (the oldest authentic
chronicles of ancient Japan) from the viewpoint of the Big Five Model of personality. Sixty-eight
graduate students (male 24, female 42), who majored in psychology, were asked to rate how high 79
words or phrases related to personality traits, which were selected from “Nihonshoki”, had relevance
to each Big Five trait (extroversion, agreeableness, conscientiousness, neuroticism, and openness). As
a result of the analysis by the nonmetric multidimensional scaling method, three dimensions were
obtained. The first dimension was interpreted as “virtue vs wickedness (ustice vs evil)”. The second
dimension was interpreted as “elegance vs simplicity (intelligence vs feelings)”. The third dimension
was interpreted as “highhandedness vs shrink (strong vs weak)”. The first dimension was strong
correlated with all of Big Five traits. The second dimension was moderate correlated with openness and
conscientiousness and moderate negative with extroversion. The third dimension was moderate
positive correlated with extroversion and modest negative with agreeableness. It was discussed that 1)
the first dimension (virtue vs wickedness: justice vs evil) was needed in order to establish the legitimacy
of rulers, 2) the second dimension (elegance vs simplicity: intelligence vs feelings) reflected that having
knowledge and understanding of Confucian thought from China were the needs of the time, 3) the third
dimension (highhandedness vs shrink: strong vs weak) showed that strength was essential in political
power struggles. There were also indicated problems concerning how to select words or phrases related

to personality traits, colloquial translation, interpretation of statistical analysis and so on.





