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Nursery Rhyme “Shabon-dama (Soap Bubble)”: a Study on ‘Blowing
Bubbles’ in Japan from the Perspective of its History and Culture

HH Az

Chie Miyata

For a profound appreciation of ‘blowing bubbles’, which is the theme of a nursery rhyme “Shabon-
dama (SoapBubble)”, this paper studies the history and culture of its reception in Japan, with respect
to the ‘act of washing’, ‘advent of soap’ and ‘spread’ thereof.

In addition, the paper refers to the presence of another nursery rhyme related to “Skabon-dama’”,

which neither academic circles nor music circles in the country have ever discussed.
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