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Issues and Prospects of Financial Literacy Education:
Active Learning with Support from SBI Holdings Group
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Abstract

People in Japan need to learn how to cope with a rapidly changing business environment
as a consequence of technological innovations and globally connected economies. Furthermore,
in times of decreasing birthrate and aging population, they are expected to learn how to
navigate their long financial lives and achieve financial wellbeing, as well as to save enough
money, control debt and learn how to invest for life after retirement. Unfortunately, however,
while conventional knowledge and experience about money are becoming less useful, people
can find little financial literacy education that can enhance them to think for themselves
and enable them to avoid making poor financial decisions based on the advice provided by
business professionals with a conflict of interest.

Given the lack of relevant and practical financial literacy education as mentioned above,
Tezukayama University and SBI Holdings group have agreed to start an experimental
program to find out what motivates students to take risk and how to improve their risk
management skills associated with investment in the real financial world. Specifically, SBI
group offers and equips students with their proprietary FX trading tools, an academic account
for each student to invest in the FX market, and FX experts to facilitate students’ learning.
And after students learn basic knowledge about FX from SBI’s experts, they start trading FX
at their own judgment.

Students who took the first semester class lost a net of about 250,000 yen as a whole,
while students who are taking the second semester class have been making a net profit of
77,000 yen as of today. And students’ comments from both classes reveal that they are excited
about actively trading in the FX market, and are grateful to SBI's professional facilitators for
help. Students also correctly recognize the importance of controlling risk in trading FX, and
their fear and prejudice toward investment have greatly alleviated.
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