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Significance and issues of introducing the Structured Group Encounter
into university classes

Kunio MIDZUNO

Abstract

The present study attempted to investigate perception of participants (undergraduate students) about
experiences of the Structured Group Encounter (SGE) introduced into university classes and to consider
significance and issues of introducing the SGE. Moreover there was collected words which appeared frequently
in free-descriptive answer of the participants to the SGE. A total of 894 undergraduates (364 males and 530
females) took part in sessions of the SGE, which was a kind of procedures in group approach, in university
class. They experienced several communicative exercises such as interviews with one another and consensus
tasks in small groups, and shared their own feelings and thoughts with group members. At the end of all
sessions (after a week), undergraduates were asked to describe freely what they felt affirmative or dissatisfied
through experiences of the SGE. Quantitative text analyses (multidimensional scaling and cluster analyses)
were performed to descriptive texts from undergraduates. Results about affirmative description showed
that undergraduates perceived the SGE as six clusters: understanding of diversity through communication,
experience of communication in class, new discovery and interaction through communication, change of feeling
and cognition, building relationships through communication. And it was also revealed that they perceived
the SGE consisted of two dimensions: depth of understanding to the SGE and self-others orientation. Results
about dissatisfied one showed five clusters (dissatisfaction to time constraints, to questionnaire survey,
to consideration of people hard to participate, to spatial constraints, and to contents of exercises) and two
dimensions (objects of consideration: environment -- participants, and focuses of dissatisfaction: leader --
participants). Undergraduates seemed to learn importance of coming into contact with various values and
communicating with various people through the SGE, while it was discussed inefficiency to introduce the SGE
into university classes.



