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A study and analysis of the interaction between
teachers and students in elementary school English classes
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Atsuko Morimoto Aiko Kurokawa

The main objective of this study is to analyze the interaction in English lessons at a private
elementary school. Students who are eight to nine years old in the 3rd grade take English lessons as a
foreign language twice a week at Tezukayama Elementary School in Japan. Lessons focus on teaching
four language skills including listening, speaking, reading and writing in their school English
curriculum. Two native speakers, and a Japanese English teacher are in class with a homeroom
teacher. Also, a homeroom teacher supports students’ English learning during morning sessions
selected by the Japanese English teacher.

In this research, teachers and students’ interaction during the lesson is recorded, and analyzed in
order to see the quality and quantity of utterances. The result of this research reflects that interaction
related to reading skill was less in comparison to other skills, reflecting a need to improve students’

reading skills in the future.
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How are you, today? — I'm fine. Thank you.
What event do we have in December?
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Let's watch a story of “The Snowman.”

What did you hear? = Snowman. Let's watch it again.
(R U—=2%#EL) What's that?
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4, JURTRADHEZESOFICE Let’s write these words in your ABC baok.
ek What's the first letter of ?

Eg=X.2) 5. BbYDHIED That'’s all for today. See you next week.
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yzR=vy We want to talk about Christmas. Please look at this. / Listen carefully.

RE—Fv5 What day is today? It’s Tuesday. / Do you understand this? / That’s right.

V=F4 T Oh, this is easy. What's next? Hat. Very nice. And the next one---

Be careful when you write Christmas-:-C---you have to write it with a big letter. / How do
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