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Language and Rhetoric of “Hinadori: A Collection of Children’s Oral Poetry”
— Focusing on the Characteristics of Children’s Dialect/Language in Nagano Prefecture
around the mid-Showa Era —

HH KR

Masaaki Yoshida

This study has aimed to examine a book of poems entitled “Hinadori: A Collection of Children’s
Oral Poetry,” published by Nagano Childhood Education Association in 1971. As the book chronicles
the language of one- to six-year-old children according to age, it serves as a substantial record of early
childhood language. It also verifies the use of Nagano dialect forms such as “~zura,” “~dani,” and “~ja.”
In addition, the collection is recognized as linguistic data that help promote an understanding of the

reality of everyday life of children at the time.
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