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Current status and issues of playing in a pool at kindergartens,nursery schools,
and certified children centers from the viewpoint of educational perspective

W& B

Tetsuko Okazawa

The purpose of this study was to examine the current status and issues of playing in a pool at
kindergartens, nursery schools, and certified children centers from the viewpoint of educational
perspective. The survey forms were mailed to public and private kindergartens, nursery schools, and
certified children centers (336) in the “N” prefecture, and 229 were collected (reply rate of 62.4%). The
results were as follows:

(1) Playing in a pool was practiced with the strongest aim in the area of “Human Relationships.”
Furthermore, it was practiced with the weakest aim was in the areas of “Environment.”

(2) Kindergartens were significantly more focused on the safety education and on the plan of
instructions than nursery schools regarding playing in a pool.

(3) The number of children enrolled in kindergartens, nursery schools, and certified children centers
and the types of pools were affecting how the children played in the pool and improvement of the
basic swimming skills. Since it is not easy to change the number of the children enrolled and the
type of the pools, it should be considered important to nurture “power toward learning” through

playing in a pool in early childhood.
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