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Study of hospital environments for elderly patients
in the terminal phase
— A case study of hospital “N” in Osaka city —

INE  BEE

Ruka Kosuge

To provide a better reference of hospital design for the elderly, this research performed a case
study of hospital “N” in Osaka city with a large number of elderly patients in the terminal phase.
After a 2 week survey of bed transfers, eating support and toilet support, some results are revealed
below: (1) Average age of patients was 80.5. (2) Average length of hospital stay at the survey was 463.
(8) Almost 70% of patients stayed in the same room for at least 2 weeks. (4) The largest number of bed
transfers for any patient was 4 times in 2 weeks. (5) The most common patient eating style was “total
dependence” comprising 68 % of total beds, including tubal feeding. (6) The most common patient toilet
style was “total dependence” at 92 % of total beds, including diaper and catheter. (7) The employee
turnover rate was high since they could not communicate with unconscious patients and prognoses
were never good.
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