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Omnis utriusque sexus fidelis, postquam ad annos discretionis pervenerit, omnia
sua solus peccata confiteatur, fideliter, saltem semel in anno, proprio sacerdoti, & in-
junctam sibi poenitentiam studeat pro viribus adimplere, suscipiens reverenter ad
minus in Pascha eucharistisze sacramentum : nisi forte de consilio proprii sacerdotis,
ob aliquam rationabilem causam ad tempus ab ejus perceptione duxerit abstinen-
dum : alioquin & vivens ab ingressu ecclesiae arceatur, & moriens Christiana careat
sepultura. Unde hoc salutare statutum frequenter in ecclesiis publicetur, ne quis-
quam ignorantise ceecitate velamen excusationis assumat. Si quis autem alieno sacer-
doti voluerit justa de causa sua confiteri peccata, licentiam prius postulet & obtineat

proprio sacerdote, cum aliter ille ipse non possit solvere, vel ligare.?)
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As to the first synne, that is in superfluitee of clothynge, which that maketh it so
deere to harm of the peple ; /nat oonly the cost of embrowdynge, the degise enden-
tynge or barrynge, owndynge, palynge, wyndynge or bendynge, and semblable wast
of clooth in vanitee ; /but ther is also costlewe furrynge in hir gownes, so muche
pownsonynge of chisels to maken holes, so muche daggynge of sheres ; /forthwith the
superfluitee in lengthe of the forseide gownes, trailynge in the dong and in the mire,
on horse and eek on foote, as wel of man as of womman, that al thilke trailyng is
verraily as in effect wasted, consumed, thredbare, and roten with donge, rather than
it is yeven to the povre, to greet damage of the forseyde povre folk./And that in son-
dry wise; this is to seyn that the moore that clooth is wasted, the moore moot it
coste to the peple for the scarsnesse./And forther over, if so be that they wolde yeven
swich pownsoned and dagged clothyng to the povre folk, it is nat convenient to were

for hire estaat, ne suffisant to beete hire necessitee, to kepe hem fro the distemper-



ance of the firmament./Upon that oother side, to speken of the horrible disordinat
scantnesse of clothyng, as been thise kutted sloppes, or haynselyns, that thurgh hire
shortnesse ne covere nat the shameful membres of man, to wikked entente./Allas,
somme of hem shewen the boce of hir shap, and the horrible swollen membres, that
semeth lik the maladie of hirnia, in the wrappynge of hir hoses ;/and eek the but-
tokes of hem faren as it were the hyndre part of a she—ape in the fulle of the moone./
And mooreover, the wrecched swollen membres that they shewe thurgh disgisynge,
in departynge of hire hoses in whit and reed, semeth that half hir shameful privee
membres weren flayne./And if so be that they departen hire hoses in othere colours,
as is whit and blak, or whit and blew, or blak and reed, and so¢ forth,/thanne semeth
it, as by variaunce of colour, that half the partie of hire privee membres were corrupt
by the fir of Seint Antony, or by cancre, or by oother swich meschaunce./Of the hyn-
dre part of hir buttokes, it is ful horrible for to see. For certes, in that partie of hir
body ther as they purgen hir stynkynge ordure,/that foule partie shewe they to the
peple prowdly in despit of honestitee, which honestitee that Jhesu Crist and his
freendes observede to shewen in hir lyve./. . . I sey nat that honestitee in clothynge
of man or womman is uncovenable, but certes the superfluitee or disordinat scantitee

of clothynge is reprevable. (X[I] 416-431)
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made in public in churches, lest anyone may assume by blind ignorance a veil of excuse.
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priest, Iet him first seek and obtain permission from his own parish priest, since otherwise

that one cannot loose or bind (the penitent). . .
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