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Trial production of a condensed font for supplemental road signs
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Road signs in Japan are divided into principal signs and supplemental signs. Principal signs symbolize
the meanings of such traffic instructions as no entry and stopping for easy recognition. When there are
limiting conditions and other expressions that the principal signs cannot express, supplemental signs are
used. Supplemental signs express any additional information in written sentences; therefore, the letters
of the words are often deformed in a rectangular shape in order to show the letters within the limited
area of the plates of the supplemental signs. When letters originally designed in a square shape are
narrowed into a rectangular shape, vertical strokes become thinner and vertically oriented counters
become narrow while the horizontal strokes do not change, which impairs visibility.

In Europe and the United States, condensed fonts designed in a rectangular in the development stage
are used to resolve the issue. Though some condensed fonts can be found in Japan as well, no font is
available for supplemental road sings at present. Therefore, the development of a condensed font for
supplemental road sings, which can be used to show many letters within a limited area as in Europe and

the United States while ensuring good visibility, was tried.
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