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Relationship between children being praised by parents and their self-esteem
and tendency toward non-attendance at school

Chihiro KITADA and Nobuo NAKAJI

Abstract

This study focused on the relationship between the children’s experiences being praised by parents and
their self-esteem and tendency toward non-attendance at school. A survey was conducted with 166 university
students who recalled their junior high school time. The students who were praised more by parents had
higher self-esteem and lower tendency toward non-attendance at school. Being praised by their mother
influenced students’ self-esteem and tendency toward non-attendance at school, but for their father, these
factors were unaffected unless they were praised appropriately for what they would like to be praised. Being
praised by their father reduced the “tendency toward non-attendance at school accompanied by a depressed
mood”. These results confirmed the differences in parents’ praise: being praised by the mother maintained the
emotional stability of the children, and being praised by the father promoted their participation in society.

Key-words: being praised, non-attendance at school, self-esteem



